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Community Service and Volunteer Hours

The HCRTA had 33 members report 9431
hours of volunteer time to the communities of
Henry County already this year. At our last
meeting, 2058 hours were reported. We have
a goal of 11,000 hours of service this year and
we are a little behind. If you volunteer please
keep track of your hours and use one of the
convenient ways to report them. Remember
thereis a drawing each meeting by the
member with
the most hours
reported at
that meeting.
A different
member will be
drawn at each

December 12, 2011

The Henry County Retired Teachers Association continues its mission of encouraging scholarship,
fostering volunteerism, providing an informed voice for retired teachers on issues relevant to their well-being,

meeting. Remember, we report the total hours
served to ORTA and also use it in local news
releases. So, please remember to report your
community service and volunteer hours.

Be of service to your community!l Look for
opportunities to volunteer. In this economy,
community organizations really need your help.
It is a very satisfying way to fill the time as the
cold weather begins to setin.

A reminder, the hours we collect are general
volunteering hours and tutoring hours. Take
advantage of one of those simple ways to add
your hours to HCRT's total accumulation.

Contact Tom Jenny at 419-592-7588

(leave a message)
or email at cupmute@roadrunner.com

Charlie Meyer

MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR!

I've really enjoyed serving you as President
of the Henry County Retired Teacher Association for
this past year. You are a super group

and | am looking forward to 2012!

-

~

-

Bargains for Readers!

Still need gifts for Xmasg2 Want some-
thing for yourself for your spare time?2 Then
be sure to find the book table at our Dec.
meeting. The hard backs will be 2 for
$1.00. The paperbacks will be 2 for $.50.

/

News To Share is the official newsletter of the Henry County Retired Teachers Association
Charlie Griffith and Louisa Strock, editors
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Henry County Retired Teachers Association

The meeting at Oberhaus Park, Napoleon, was called
to order at 11:30 a.m. by President Charles Meyer who led
the Pledge of Allegiance by everyone.

The 52 members and guests included: Mrs. Joyce
Meyer, wife of President Meyer, Joyce Doust, former District
Director; Sandra Blackwood, Director of Henry Senior
Center; and Mike Saneholtz, Coordinator of the Henry
County Transportation Network.

Minutes of the previous meeting were offered to motion,
as printed in the newsletter, by Larry Siclair. It was second-
ed by Rosemary Pfau and minutes were approved.

The Treasurer's report was presented in the newsletter
and its acceptance was moved by Karen Maassel and
seconded by Charles Griffith. The report was filed for audit.

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN REPORTS:

Courtesy North needs someone to cover that area for
next year. Anyone interested should please contact
President Meyer.

Legislation: information from Larry Siclair explained the
differences between the pension we currently have and a
proposed change that is being discussed.

Membership: dues need to be paid now. Send to
Janice Rettig.

Community Service: Tom Jenny, asked for volunteer
hours reported on papers on tables.

Webmaster: Karen Brubaker urged members to use our
website for additional pictures relating to our chapter
activities. Nan Bratz answered the call for an assistant
webmaster to work with Karen.

Historian: Faith Hurst asked for any pictures and articles
pertaining to our members for our scrapbooks.

Newsletter: Charlie Griffith asked to have artficles turned
in earlier whenever possible.

HCRTA Foundation: Tom Jenny reminded everyone of
the wreath raffle to benefit book scholarships. The winning
name will be drawn at our December meeting.

OLD BUSINESS:

Our book sale project will confinue for 2012. Barb Walker
reported $102.25 current total made so far this year.

The Committee Chairmen reports are due in Co%lumbus
by January 15 to O.R.T.A.

Gene Grime reported the dictionary project accom-
plished; books have been distributed and many thank you
notes have been received from the third graders.

NEW BUSINESS:

Members present were asked to fill out the 2012-13 service
opportunity form on the tables.

The Nominating Committee presented the new slate of
officers for the 2012-2013 year. Larry Siclair spoke for Doris
Ruby and Mary Joseph, members of the committee.

President, Charles Meyer
Vice President, Bonnie Eddy
Secretary, Charlene Freppel
Treasurer, Duane Ressler
Officers were all accepted.

Meeting Dates for 2012-2013:

March 12 @ 11:30 A.M.

May 14 @ 5:30 P.M.

July 9 @ 5:30 P.M.

September 10 @ 5:30 P.M.

November 12 @ 11:30 A.M.

December 12 @ 11:30 AM.

The July 9 meeting is a potluck meal.

A proposed constitutional revision was presented by
Charles Meyer. They included raising membership dues from
$5.00 to $15.00 for local yearly dues and $30.00 to $50.00 for
local Life Membership. Appoint assistant secretary and

assistant treasurer’s position to step in, if the nee arises.

Add Public Relations person to assist Webmaster Bru-
baker.

New Officers to be listed at the November meeting and
to be voted upon at December meeting.

Bonnie Eddy also worked on this constitutional revision
project.

Gene Grime gave Joyce Doust $18 from the 50-50 Raffle
and she returned the cash back to the Chapter.

Shirley Mires Fajes had 162 'z service hours and drew from
Tom’'s money basket.

Further new business acknowledged the 60t wedding
anniversary of Margaret and Wendell Sutton, and Doris and
George Ruby. Congratulations!

The meeting was adjourned at 12:10 P.M. Bob Joseph
gave the meal prayer.

Dinner consisted of: Baked Chicken Breast, Mashed

Potatoes, Gravy, Corn, Tossed Sale with choices
b | of dressings plus rolls and butter. Dessert was

fruit compote.

PROGRAM:

Sandy Blackwood explained the mission of

B the Henry County Senior Center:
To empower, challenge and in-
spire through the many activities offered for
Senior Citizens at the Center. Meals on Wheels,
Card Games, Lunch and support groups are
available.

Mike Saneholiz explained the Transportation
Network as being a group on its own. However, it is under
contract with the Senior Center, Hope Services and Veter-
ans of Henry County among other organizations. They have
given as many as 45,000 rides in a year, traveling as far as
Ann Arbor, Cleveland, Dayton and Toledo. The drivers are
paid, frained and insured.

Henry County has the only transportation network in
Northwest Ohio.

Costs are $1.60 per mile for paid pick-ups. Make reserva-
tions 24 hours ahead for fown trips and 48 hours in advance
for out-of-town destinations. Members were given ice scrap-
ers. The phone number 419-592-8726.

Respectfully submitted, Bonnie Sasaki,
Secretary Pro Tem
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Duane Ressler, Treasurer, Henry County Retired Teachers Association

Date Checking Acct. Transaction

Description Amount Balance
Oct. 26 balance brought forward $1,917.70
Oct. 31 deposit interest $0.08 $1,917.78

Nov. 4 ck #1162 USPS stamps (544.00) S$1,873.78

Nov. 14 ck #1163 Bavarian Catering meals for meeting (5384.25)  $1,489.53

Nov. 14 ck #1164 City of Napoleon shelter house rental (570.00)  $1,419.53

Nov. 23 deposit 50/50 proceeds $36.00  $1,455.53

Nov. 23 deposit payment for meals $468.00 $1,923.53

Nov. 30 Ending Balance Checking $1,923.53
Oct. 4 HENRY CO. BANK CD balance $1,201.56

HCRT FOUNDATION Fund Raising

The Foundation solicits, receives, and invests gifts of money
and property of every kind Members are encouraged fo
promote memorial and honorary gifts to the Foundation. Gifts
to the HCRT Foundation are tax deductible.

The HCRT Foundation is a 501C3 organization.

I would like to help a future teacher by donating to the Book
Grant program of the Henry County Retired Teachers Founda-
fion.

My preference is:

O Lois Griffith Book Grant

O Margaret & Lucille Sherman Book Grant
O Roger King Book Grant

O Undesignated

Donation $

Name

Address

Gene Grime, HCRT Foundation Treasurer

HCRT Foundation Fund Raiser
phy, ot B

At the
December
meeting, the
Foundation will
be raffling off a
holiday wreath.
The wreath will
be on display at
the November
and December —
meetings. It has

been made especially for this event by
Beth Jenny, formerly of Cattails Floral
Designs. The winner will be announced
at the December meeting and will be
able to take it home that day. The
proceeds will be added to the
Foundation for use in the book grants.

Tom Jenny

u‘,
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SPRING 2012 PLANS - THE CENTER FOR LIFELONG LEARNING AT NORTHWEST STATE - Louisa Strock

Thanksgiving Day is a great day to think spring and
be thankful that springtime at your Community College
always brings with it a couple of great chances for
Lifelong Learners to see new sights and sites, besides
seeing old notions in a new light.

Whether you visited the Nation's Capital as a child,
a chaperone, or an explorer on your own, “Inside
Washington,” May 3-7, will have everything you've
missed in those past trips, and more. And if seeing
Washington is one of the items still on your “Wish |
could...” list, here’s your chance! Worry-free,
comfortable travel, expert guides, congenial tfravelers
just like you—Think Spring and watch for your news
letter with details and registration forms included.

If by chance you aren’t among the four hundred or
so northwest Ohio neighbors who are on the CLL mail
list, mention it to me or to Cecily Rohrs (267-5502) and
spring info winter knowing that April and May aren’t far
away!

Historically happening as it did, between wars that
established our nation and, later, held it together, the
War of 1812 is in the unenviable place of the
proverbially overlooked Middle Child.

But Seminar Forty-seven, in April, will show us
clearly that the Valley of the Maumee was into the
thick of events, then, not to mention NOW. So here it
comes, Middle Child syndrome or not: the two hun-
dredth anniversary of that conflict, with the stories of
the men, women, and acts and action not often

recounted. The sessions are already in the planning
stage. Then and now, it's our own back yard

Between now and Christmas, ask your library
for The Christmas Box, by Richard Paul Evans. You may
have read it, since it was published in 1993, but it's our
Book Club selection for this month. Although It's a
short, easy read, have the Kleenex ready if you get
easily emotionally involved. It's a story of Lifelong
Learning through Living.

Speaking of Richard Paul Evans, remember the
emphasis that used to be placed on a writer’'s middle
name? We learned Edgar ALLEN Poe, Henry DAVID
Thoreau, Ralph WALDO Emerson, Henry WADSWORTH
Longfellow, John GREENLEAF Whittier, Oliver WENDELL
Holmes — you could list many more. Try itl Why do you
think that was the case? Probably it wasn't an identity
theft issue!

You won't stop being thankful, just because
Thanksgiving Day is over, will you? Try this exercise in
your Gratitude Journal (Ohio State won't care if we
borrow their “prompt”):

“But for " (insert the name of YOUR
Alma Mater), and finish the sentence, or paragraph ,
or book, even, with thoughts of how your experiences
there have affected your life since you proudly
changed that tassel. C'mon, Man! It will do you good!

2012 Meeting Dates and Menus

December 13tr 11:30 am

Ham

Au Graftin Potatoes
Green Beans
Tossed Salad
Christmas Cookie

Coffee, Tea and Milk
will be available at all meals

Bavarian Catering will prepare our
meals in 2012

March 8th 11:30 am
- September 13th  5:30pm
Pork Loin
) Roast Beef
Corn & Rice
Carrots
Tossed Salad
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy
Cake
Mayv 10 5:30 Tossed Salad
a : m .
may 19- P Fresh Fruit
Baked Steak
_ November 8% 11:30 am
Red Skin Potatoes .
Chicken Breast
Green Beans
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy
Tossed Salad
. Corn
Brownie
Tossed Salad
July 12th 5:30 pm

Pumpkin Bar
Picnic



Volume 17 Issue 6

Area Music and Drama Events Winter, 2011

Tom Jenny

December 12 - LCHS Music Department, Coffeehouse 6:30-7:30

December 15 - Emanuel Bell Choir at Touches in Glandorf, OH

My Favorite Christmas Flower - sonnie eday

If you were asked what flower is associated
with Christmas, the maijority of you would answer
the poinsettia, the birth flower for December
babies. How do you pronounce that name?
There are three different pronunciations:
poin SET-ee-q, poin-SET-tee-a, and point-SET-ah.

When | started this research, | found numerous
references for a decorated pull-up Christmas
tree (only $199.99), printed velvet tree skirts, glass
ornaments, flower garlands, coasters, mugs, a
cocktail recipe, and the list goes on. | also found
something completely new to me, but not to my
husband, - the Poinsettia Bowl. San Diego put
this successful bowl game on the
map. The objective to generate
tourism and economic benefit for
the San Diego region has been
met with an annual economic
impact of over $11 million.

Can you remember a holiday
without these flowerse Do you
know that the flowers are the yel-
low centers that are surrounded
by the brilliant red bracts and
resemble stars?

History tells us that a German botanist saw it
pushing through a crack in his greenhouse floor
and named it Euphorbia pulcherrima (beautiful).
The common name of poinsettia came from
Joel Robert Poinsett, the founder of the
Smithsonian Institute and first U.S. ambassador to
Mexico. He found the plants in southern Mexico
and brought them to our country in 1825.
December 12 is National Poinsettia Day that
marks the date of his death.

The history before Poinsett goes back to the
Aztecs in southern Mexico who used the bracts
to make red dye and used it for medicine for
fevers. For many years, people believed that the
poinsettia was poisonous. Research has proven

that to be wrong. A person or animal might get
a stomach ache, but they wouldn't eat much
because of its bitter taste.

There are Mexican legends for the poinsettia,
known as the flowers of the Holy Night. One
legend has a young girl wishing to give a present
to baby Jesus but had no money. As she walked
to visit the Christ child, she picked weeds along
the road. As she prepared to give her weeds at
the altar, they quickly transformed into vibrant
and beautiful flowers. Mexicans also believe the
poinsettia is a symbol of the holy Star of Bethle-
hem.

Our Christian story tells that the
Star of Bethlehem led the Magi
the many miles they traveled to
see the Christ child. It also
announced the birth to the
shepherds.

How to care for this plant
once you bring it info your
house? Because itis a fropical
plant, set it near a sunny window
- south, east, or west is better
than north. Have it in a heat area of 65-75
degrees F. during the day. Lower temperatures
are okay at night. Water it when the surface
becomes dry and unftil the water drains out the
bottom. The experts say to take it out of the foil
cover or punch a hole in its bottom. | ignore that
advice and have never had any trouble. If you
want to keep it until next Christmas, do a
computer search that will guide you with month
by month instructions. | always plant mine
outside in the spring but have given up trying to
get them to bloom again.

Merry Christmas from the Eddy's.
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It's Simple

An economics professor at a local college made a statement that he had
| never failed a single student before, but had recently failed an entire class.
That class had insisted that Obama's socialism worked and that no one
would be poor and no one would be rich, a great equalizer.

The professor then said, "OK, we will have an experiment in this class on
Obama's plan".. All grades will be averaged and everyone will receive the
same grade so no one will fail and no one will receive an A..... (substituting
grades for dollars - something closer to home and more readily
understood by all).

After the first test, the grades were averaged and everyone got a B. The
students who studied hard were upset and the students who studied little were happy. As the second test
rolled around, the students who studied little had studied even less and the ones who studied hard decid-
ed they wanted a free ride too so they studied little.

The second test average was a D! No one was happy.

When the 3rd test rolled around, the average was an F.

As the tests proceeded, the scores never increased as bickering, blame and name-calling all resulted in
hard feelings and no one would study for the benefit of anyone else.

To their great surprise, ALL FAILED and the professor told them that socialism would also ultimately fail
because when the reward is great, the effort to succeed is great, but when government takes all the
reward away, no one will try or want to succeed.

These are possibly the 5 best sentences you'll ever read and all applicable to this experiment:

1. You cannot legislate the poor into prosperity by legislating the wealthy out of prosperity.

2. What one person receives without working for, another person must work for without receiving.

3. The government cannot give to anybody anything that the government does not first take from some
body else.

4. You cannot multiply wealth by dividing it!

5. When half of the people get the idea that they do not have to work because the other half is going to
take care of them, and when the other half gets the idea that it does no good to work because some
body else is going to get what they work for, that is the beginning of the end of any nation.

IF MY BODY WAS A CAR.

If my body was a car, this is the time | would be thinking about trading it in for a newer model. I've got bumps and
dents and scratches in my finish and my paint job is getting a little dull ...
But that's not the worst of it. ‘ 1 } Kl
My headlights are out of focus and it's especially hard to see things up close. \ |
My traction is not as graceful as it once was. Pay
I slip and slide and skid and bump info things even in the best of weather. 71 4| ;"',"‘ )
My whitewalls are stained with varicose veins. ! {
It takes me hours to reach my maximum speed. My fuel rate burns inefficiently.
But here's the worst of it --

Almost every time | sneeze, cough or sputter, either my radiator leaks or my exhaust backfires!
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Bonnie's Birthday List - Bonnie Eddy
December 19 — Barb Walker 14 — Louisa Strock March
5 - Betsy Redd 23 - Becky Schindler 15 - Bev Curtis 1 - Bob Joseph

15 - Lois Young

20 - Bonnie Sasaki

20 - Wayne Short

21 - Golda Boyer

30 — Charlie Griffith
January

3 - Rita Grant

6 — Jim Snider

8 — Larry Sasaki

10 — Karen Stein

10 — Dora Titgemeyer
11 — Max Fetterman
14 — Mary Lou Mengerink
15 - Janet Frederick
15 — Sherley Mason
15 - Charles Meyer

24 — Char Neuenschwander
26 — Margaret Behnfeldt

28 — Bonnie Eddy

29 — Lu Alexander

31 — Phyllis Hesterman

February

3 - Carl Dettmer

6 — Doris Ruby

7 — Lucille Meyer

9 — Doris Johnston

9 —Nancy Hoover
11 — Deb Feehan
12 - Jan Hockman

12 — Teresa Rohrs

15 — Sandra Honemann
15 - Sue Mohr

17 — Donna Buehrer

18 — Leann Halll

18 — Heather Northcutt
20 - Barbara Hoffman
23 — Morten Anderson
23 — Joyce Benedict
23 - Faith Hurst

23 - Tom Kern

26 — Bob Synder

27 — John Sharp

28 — Don Bright

28 — Dolores Zachrich

3 - Joan Steed
3 - Bev Warnimont
6- John Miller
10 Richard Baldwin
12 — Karen Maassel
13 — Walt Behrman
13 — Deborah Guelde
14 — John Eddy
20 - Bob Baker
20 — Walt Meyer
22 - Laryce Sasaki
23 - Rick Utz
23 - Shirley Williams
26 — Karen Brubaker

30 - Linda Wagner

A Few Notes of Cheer Will Be Appreciated !

Golda Boyer, Lutheran Home, 1036 S. Perry, Napoleon, Oh 43545
Earlene Dirr, % Karen Maassel, 14-620 Co. Rd. D, New Bavaria, Oh 43548

Barb Hoffman, 15-926 Co. Rd. D-1, Holgate, Oh. 43527

Martha Alspaugh, 140 W. North St., McClure, Oh 43534

Lucille Meyer, Box 74, Ridgeville Corners, Oh, 43555

Bernadine Krugh, 323 West Maple St., Liberty Center, Ohio 43532

Don Freeman, 955 Lynne Avenue, Napoleon, Ohio 43545

Margaret Austermiller, Winter Growth, 18110 Prince Philip Drive, Olney, Md 20832
Myra Orthwein, Alpine Village, room 416, 1036 South Perry St., Napoleon, OH 43545.
Barbara Schnabele, 415 N. Oak Street, Deshler, Ohio 43512

Betty Miller, 723 S. Shoop St., Fulton Manor, Wauseon, Ohio
Jackie Sautter, 6560 Co Rd M, Grelton OH 43523

OO0 © OO0 O 6 0 6 O

Tech support: Click on the 'my computer' icon on the left of the
screen.

Customer: Your left or my lefte

Customer: | can't get on the Internet.

Tech support: Are you sure you used the right password?
Customer: Yes, I'm sure. | saw my colleague do it.

Tech support: Can you tell me what the password was?2
Customer: Five dots.
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Doris Ruby,
16-022 State Route 424
Napoleon, Ohio 43545
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Quiz Master

Jim Kieffer
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Slang for a stock market pessimist

An involuntary confract ion of file diaphragm causing a spasm
Oldest U.S. national park established 1872

Only brothers fo win baseball CY Young Award

Monetary assistance granted by a government

Miss Moneypenny” is a character in what movie series

Active rather than thoughtful approach to problems

A piece of unexpected good fortune

Favorite food of the African aardvark

U.S. Camp David Presidential Retreat is in what U.S. State

“Smile because you are ong”

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

Who was the Demon Barber of Fleet Streets?

In 1990 film “Hunt for Red October” what is “Red October”
“Light Horse Harry Lee” fought for the U.S. in what war?2
What Minnesota politician 1911-1978 had initials HHH?

What American actor 1883-1930 was nicknamed “Man of 1000
Faces?2

"Heart of the Ocean’ is the name of a fictional
In “Elmo’s World” what is the name of Elmo’s goldfish?
Mart Groening created what animated TV series in 1987

Name the slate ownerin "and you wrote on my slate, | love
you”

In the song “Oh, Oh, Oh, Oh, Oh, you Beautiful”

Jim's Answers

Noohkwd =

Bear 8. Windfall

Hiccup 9. Anfts
Yellowstone 10. Maryland

Jim And Gaylord Perry 11. Candid Camera
Subsidy 12. Sweeny Todd
James Bond 13. Submarine
Pragmatic 14. Revolutionary

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Hubert H. Humphrey
Lon Chaney
Diamond
Dorothy Z
The Simpsons

Joe

Doll




History According to Larry - Lary Siclair

There was nothing to stop things from falling into the
house. This posed a real problem in the bedroom
where bugs and other droppings could mess up your
nice clean bed. Hence, a bed with big posts and a
sheet hung over the top afforded some protection.
That's how canopy beds came into existence.

In those old days, they cooked in the kitchen with
a big kettle that always hung over the fire.. Every day
they lit the fire and added things to the pot. They ate
mostly vegetables and did not get much meat. They
would eat the stew for dinner, leaving leftovers in the

pot to get cold overnight and then start over the next
day. Sometimes stew had food in it that had been
there for quite a while. Hence the rhyme: Peas
porridge hot, peas porridge cold, peas porridge in the
pot nine days old. Sometimes they could obtain pork,
which made them feel quite special. When visitors
came over, they would hang up their bacon to show
off. It was a sign of wealth that a man could, "oring
home the bacon." They would cut off a little to share
with guests and would all sit around and chew the fat.

From Becky's Kitchen
Becky Schindler

Tid-Bit of Humor

Mary Lou Mengerink

Chipped Beef Cheese Ball for a few hours to
1 8 0z. Cream Cheese

1 Bunch of Green Onions

1 tsp. accent Flavored enhancer

1 t. Worchestershire Sauce

1pkg. Dried Beef

Mix together cream cheese,
accent flavor enhancer and
Worchestershire sauce with hands.
Add chopped green onions, and
dried beef. Form a ball. Refrigerate

enjoy.

flavor. Serve with crackers and

enhance the

Quiz Master

- Jim Kieffer 1

Slang for a stock market pessimist

12. Who was the Demon Barber of Fleet Streets?2

2. Aninvoluntary contract ion of tile diaphragm causing a spasm  13. In 1990 film “Hunt for Red October” what is “Red October”

3. Oldest U.S. national park established 1872 14. ‘“Light Horse Harry Lee” fought for the U.S. in what war?2

4.  Only brothers to win baseball CY Young Award 15. What Minnesota politician 1911-1978 had initials HHH?2

5. Monetary assistance granted by a government 16. What American actor 1883-1930 was nicknamed “Man of 1000

F 2
6. Miss Moneypenny” is a character in what movie series aces
17. “Heart of th "is th f a ficti |
7. Active rather than thoughtful approach to problems eart of the Ocean’is the name of a fictiona
. 18. In “EImo’s World” what is the name of EImo’s goldfish?
8. A piece of unexpected good fortune
9 Favorite food of the African aardvark 19. Mart Groening created what animated TV series in 1987
20. N the slat erin “and yo te late, | love
10. U.S. Camp David Presidential Retreat is in what U.S. State yé:::?e siate ownerin “andyou wrole on my siate, Tiov
1. "Smile because you are on&” 21. In the song “Oh, Oh, Oh, Oh, Oh, you Beautiful"
M 1
Jim's Answers J

1. Bear 8.  Windfall 15. Hubert H. Humphrey
2. Hiccup 9. Anfs 16. Lon Chaney
3. Yellowstone 10. Maryland 17. Diamond l
4. Jim And Gaylord Perry 11. Candid Camera 18. Dorothy Z >\ '
5. Subsidy 12. Sweeny Todd 19. The Simpsons t
6. James Bond 13. Submarine 20. Joe [
7. Pragmatic 14. Revolutionary 21. Doll



